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Rep. Downey Sees Army Cover-Up in Drug Death 


By JOSEPH B TREASTER state Psychiatric Institute 22 it had “discovered” his records 
Representative Thomai J. years ago. as part of an o^ invert^- 

DoWney, who has been invest!- The Aimy disclosed last tion it is conducting intotae 
gating the military's drug ex-* Tuesday the death of Harold humanexpenmentprogram. 
periments with humans, said Biauer, a 42-year-old tennis Mr. Downey, a Democrat or 
yesterday that there appeared professional who had taught Suffolk County, said, HowevCT, 
to have been a deaerate effort at the River. Club in New York that members of has. start na-a 
to cover up the death of a and the Piping Rock Club in been told by Lieut. Gen. Herron 
patient in an Army-sponsored Locust Valley, L.I. The disclo-jN. Maples, the Inspector Gener- 
experiment at the New York sure came after the Army said 1 ai of the Army who is m charge^ 

* — ~ — J of tre investigation, that the 

- — records ted been read and ini- 

__ _ _tt t\ t m t ment Tuesday that Mr. Biauer ^ m Army officer on 

l]) TTfl T\T7 A T H llu I I had ' Deen Si ven injections of a t least two earlier occasions — 

‘llUu lijLJn.iH Unln mescaline derivatives four 1959 ^ 1%7 

AirTmn i T\ur\r T TlTTf times with “mild or no effects, Furthermore^ Mr. Downer 

nMlTS An mV LINK hut that he died two and a sai<i ^ ^ manila 
will) illllil 1 hours after a fifth mjec- envelope in which the records, 

nit n « t t • _ _ * _ . . i 
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City Records on '53 Fatality • 
Don't Cite Military Test 

NYTimes 

By JOSEPH B. TREASTER 

The acting chief medical ex- 
aminer of Manhattan said, yes- 
terday that the city's records 
on the death of Harold Biauer, 
who died in an Army- sponsored 
experiment with hallucinogenic 
drugs at the New York State 
Psychiatric Institute 22 years 
ago, made no mention of the 
fact that Mr. Biauer had been 
a participant in an experiment 
or that the Army had in any 
way been involved. 

. The medical examiner, Dr. 
Dominick DiMaio, said, howev- 
er, that the records did confrlm 
that the mind-altering drug 
mescaline had been a factor 
in the death of the 42-year-old 
tennis pro. 

“Normally, if you were using 
a man in an experiment and he 
died you would call that to my 
attention,” said Dr. DiMaio, 
who, happened to be present 
when the autopsy was perform- 
ed on Mr. Biauer on Jan. 9, 
1953, the day after he died. 

Dr. DiMaio said that although 
doctors from the institute ap- 
parently had not flatly stated 
that Mr. Blaueris death had oc- 
curred during an experiment, 
They had reported giving him 
derivatives of mescaline for' 
“diagnostic purposes" — which 


tion was given. • had been kept, someone had| 

Mr. Biauer's daughter,' Eliza- Vt - r -.^r0r, ) bi effect, “Not to bej 
beth Barrett, who lives in without the authority 

Manhattan, said her mother Dr.' Vac Sim.” 
hdd told her that her father • .bj' 
had suffered bad reactions .Legend on Envelope 

twice before the fatal dose had from 1956 until last month, 
been administered and that he Dr. Van M. Sim was director 
had become “veryDspset." of the Biomedical Laboratories 
She insisted that imp father at the Edgewood Arsenal in 
had not volunteered or given Maryland, the center for the 
his permission to be a subject military's chemical warfare 
in any drug tests. testing, and was m charge of 

. the Army’s human experiments. 

Issue of Permiss n h e was reassigned to other 

Dr. Malitz said in an inter- duties at the Arsenal as the 
view that he had been told by Army suspended the exper- 
one of the doctors involved in jujenjs on humans and began 
the experiments that ail the pa- investigation into the pre- 
sents had given their perrrus- gram and into aBegations that 
sion but he said he wasn’t 5r. gim had misused the pain- 
sure “whether it was in writing Jailing drug Demerol a few 
or what.” ! years' before he went to work 

Dr DiMaio said the cause of for the Army, 
the death in the autopsy per- a Defense Department 
formed by Dr. Benjamin Moran spokesman said yesterday that 
Vance had been given as “cor- Dr. sim was on vacation, and 
onary arteriosclerosis, sudden several attempts to reach him 
death after intravenous injec- by telephone at his home were 
tion of a mescaline derivative, unsuccessful. 

Jam. 8, 1953.” Mr Downev . mentioned no 

Dr DiMaio said that the pamesin reference to his 
medical examiner’s office had charges of a cover-up, but he 
not been able to detect the said that it was “obvious, that 
presence of mescaline in a the Army has systematically 
series of chemical tests, but kspt this information from be- 
that doctors from the institute j n g made public, 
had reported that the drug had “Clearly," he continued, Hus 
been given to Mr. Biauer. has got to be explained. The 
Dr. Malitz said that in human Army’s investigation has got to , 
experiments in the nineteen- go into not only how the whole 
fifties there was less supervi- Idntg program was conducted, 
sion and control of researchers but why this Information was 
and that often subjects were not made public.” 


Joseph Laitin, the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Public , 
Affairs, refused to say whether 
the Army was investigating the 
possibility of a cove-up. 

Instead, Mr. Laitin said, "The 
Inspector General of the Army 
is looking into the whole mat- 1, 
ter Whatever details he comes 
up with will be made public.” 
General Maples refused to 
comment on the investigation. 

In a telephone interview, Mr. 
Downey said that the envelope 
containing die Biauer records 
had not been' “discovered” by 
members, of the Inspector Gen- 
eral’s team, as Army officials 
had initially suggested, but had 
been taken from Dr. Sim’s 
walk-in vault at the Edgewood 
Arsenal by his secretary and 
handed to Col. Claude Mc- 
Clure, Dr. Sim’s military coun- 
terpart 

Motive Not .Known 


Mr. Downey said that he did 
not know what had prompted 
the secretary’s action, but that 
it occurred Thursday, Aug- ,7, 
a day after he and his staff 
visited the Edgewood Arsenal 
as a part of his investigation. 

Mr. Dowjjty said that he and 
staff members had been told 
in response to questions that 
there had been no deaths or 
serious reactions in any of the 
drug experienmefits, which in- 
cluded nearly 4,000 subjects 
since 1955, both at the Arsenal 
and in experiments sponsored 
elsewhere by the Army. 

Newsmen have repeatedly 
asked the .same questions of Dr. 
Sim and military officers since 
the experiments first came to 
the attention of the public fol- 
lowing the disclosure by the 
Rockefeller commission that a 
man who had surreptitiously 
been given LSD by the Centra! 
Intelligence Agency in 1953 
plunged to his death from a 
lOth-floor hotel window in 
Manhattan. 

He was later identified as 
Frank R. Olson. 


--““•to- l 1 H I 111 Ui<SL vrabwa* “““J* 

he said could be construed as _j ven on iy a general notion of 
meaning experimental. He said • ^ or th e potential dan- 

he felt that, on balance! “they - o-itron to thorn. 


he felt that, on balance, “they 
didn’t hide anything.” 

Classified Secret 

Dr. Sidney, Malitz, the acting 
director of the New York State 
Psychiatric Institute, 722 West 
168th Street, who was not at 
the insitute when the experi- 
ment involving Mr. Biauer* was 
conducted, said that the Wprk 
had been classified secret by 
the Army and that those xu- 
rectly involved in the project 
“probably didn’t give all the 
background facts because of the 
secret nature.” The work was 
done at the institute under con- 
tract with the Army. 

The Army said in a state- 


ger of drugs given to them. 

° In the last 10 years or so, he 
said, the institute had pio- 
neered in the establishment at 

medical research 'centers of death of ther husband. She had 
committees on human investi- asked for $275,000 in compen- 
gation and other supervisory sation. the records show, but 
devices in an effort 'to insure settled out of court for $18,000. 
that maximum .safeguards were In the records Mr. Biauer 
taken and that fully informed was quoted as saying that her 
* ...... /vWfoi'nxa/i in writ- Vmsh.nnri hn<? become ‘'violently 


consent was obtained in writ- 
ing from subjects. 

In Albany yesterday, a re- 


husband has become ‘Violently 
ill” after an “'overdose” of “in- 
jections.” but no drug name 


In Albany yesteraay. a ic- 

view of records in the Court of was given There was also no 
1953 the widow of Mr. biauer, faention of Armv involvement 
had sued the State of New m the court records. 

York for negligence in the| ~ , 



